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it by Dr. Robertson is that, though isolation hospitals for
scarlet fever are not a'` 'valuable- a means of preventing the
spread of the disease as they were formerly believed to be, yet have
a distinct value and their use should be in no way discounted. As
regards the lowered infant mortality-rate, it is pointed out that it must
not be taken as an index of what Sheffield must expect under present
conditions should a hot summer occur. Much has been done in the way
of substitution of waterclosets for middens and privies, and of ashbins
for ashpits,, but much more remains to be done in the way of keeping
houses clean and surface soil free from contamination. It is as regards
tuberculosis that Sheffield shows the greatest improvement, its *death-
rate from this cause now standing at r.7g. From 3851 to I890 it usually
stood a good deal higher than that of the rest of England, but since then
has commonly been below it, and the total improvement obtained is
practically a reduction of some 50 per cent. Voluntary notification has
existed for a long time, an'd by an Act just passed will shortly become
compulsory under certain circumstances. The duties thrown upon the
sanitary authorities in connexion with the Factory and Workshops Act
are activeiy discharged, and as the result of a deputation from the flealth
Committee the Home Office made special regulations of some stringency
for the conduct of the file-cutting trade.

PNEUMONIA IN NEW YORK.
THE Advisory Board to the Health Commissioner of New York has, we
learn from the New York Medical Record, issued a statement to the public
regarding the danger from pneumonia and the best means of prevention.
The greatest stress is laid upon the bacterial causation of the disease and
the consequent danger of spitting elsewhere than in suitable receptacles,
and of stirring up the dustin privateandpublic buildings. Inregard tothis
last point the statement concludes with the recommendation that "The
Advisory Board would urge upon the Health Department the desirability
of instructing, ln' the proper methods of dust disposal, all those who have
in charge the duty of cleauiig public institutions, such as court rooms,
police stations, hospitals, dispensaries, churches, theatres, public con-
veyances, etc., as well as those responsible for factories, stores, offices,
and the like, and commends the matter to the attention of all house-
holders, to whom, not less than to inmates of public institutions and
places of assembly, the risks 'f dust infections are at this time of
especial significance."

FEES FOR NOFIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN PAUPERS
AND. OTH1ERS.

READER writes to ask (i) whether a'Poor-law medical officer is entitled to
28. 6d. for notifying infectious disease in a person whose parents are in
receipt of out-door relief, or whether he can only claim a xs. fee.
(2) Whether a medical offlcer of health' is entitled to 28. 6d. for reporting
cases within the district of which he is medical officer or only is.
*** (x). This mainly depends on the age of the patient In question. If

under x6, any chilAd would' be pauperized by the relief given to its
parents, and is. would be the fee for notification; if over z6, the child
might or might not be a pauper, and the fee payable for notification
would depend upon this. (2) A medical 'officer of health is entitled to
the same fees for notiflcation as other medical practitioners.

THE BACTERIAL TEST OF POJ;LUTION.
DR. ALFRED MACCONXEY (Battersea, S.W.) writes: In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 20th Dr. Klein quotes from a paper by
Messrs. Clark and Gagee, of Massachusetts. iu which reference is made
to the examination of shellfish for B. coli. Apparently Dr. Klein has
only seen an abstract of the paper, and one, too, which omits some
rather important remarks. As I happen to have read the complete
report I venture to supply the full text, which runs as follows:
" Enough study has been made by many investigators to show clearly

the B. coli is not a normal inhabitant of the intestines of clams or
oysters, and that its presence in the intestines or juice in the shell
must be due to contamination either by drainage and sewage flowin¶
ovar the clam and oyster beds or by careless and uncleanly handling O
the shellfl;h between the time of digging and placing upon the market.
In this work therefore the ability to demonstrate clearly the presence
of a specific sewage organism, such as B, coli, Is an invaluable aid indetermining the question of purity or pollution. In many samples
from polluted sources B. coli has not been found either in shell water
or lutestine. This is not to be wonudered at, however, as among the
many bacteria normally present or finding lodgement in the Intestine
or in the shell water, the stronger and more numerous species may
evidently destroy the B. coli befote laboratory examination is possible."
In their conclusions Messrs. Clark and Gage say: "In the examina-

tion of shellfish from suspected sources, the determination of faecal
bacteria, such as the colon bacillus, is of considerable importance, as
showing the purity or pollution of these sources."

It would seem, then, that the failure to find B. coli in shellfish from
obviously polluted sources caused them to modify their opinion. so
that instead of considering the test. as " Invaluable," they finally con-
cluded that it is of " considerable importailce."

INDIA AND THE COLONIES
BENGAL.

THE report for the year 1902, written by Major F. C. Clark-
son, Sanitary Commissioner, is concise and clear; Meteoro-
logically the year was normal, the monsoon rainfall being
copious, but commencing somewhat later, and ceasing some-whatt earlier, than usual... Crops were good, and the price of
food grains moderate. The yEatrwas, however, an unhealthy
one. The birth-rate Wa8 40.14, against 38.57 in i901. The
urban rate was 24 95, and the rural 40.93. The death-rate w%as33.43, against 3I.04 in 190i, and 30.59 in the preceding decen-nium. An increasing infantile mortality, especially in towns,

is creating anxiety, but how far the increase is real or the
result of improved registration is doubtful. The rate is over
200 per i,ooo births. In Oalcutta, whose birth-rate was I4.2%and death-rate 37.04, 38 per cent. of male, and 5 per cent. of
female infants born during the year died. Fevers, mostly
malarial, contributed 69 per cent. of the total mortality; the
death-rate beilng 23.I3 against 21.72 in 19I0, and 21.92 the
mean of the preceding ten yearP. In the district of Nuddeat
the rate exceeded 49 per l,ooo. The early cessation of the
monsoon is blamed for the excess. This is consistent with
the experience of the past. The rural mortality was con--
siderably greater than the urban, which is also the rule. The
amount of quinine sold was lrger. Cholera was in excess,
causing a mortality of 2.2, agaiDst 1.48 in iqoi. The rural
mortality was, as usual, lower than the urban. The
disease was widely d istribated, the seasonal incidence
differing in different districts. Orissa suffered as,
usual most during the Puri pilgrimage. Inoculation
was carried out on a small scale among tea coolies. The
inoculated displayed a marked immunity as compared witl
the uninoculated. Small-pox caueed an increased mortality..
Some districts were severely visited while in others deaths
were few. Vaccinaticn was pushed and the Government.
appears to be satisfied with the system and work, but calls
for facts bearing on the question of protection. The number-
of deaths caused by plague was 32,967, against 78,629 in I9OI.
Rat infection is recognized by the people as a frequent cause
of spread, and in many places they spontaneously leave their
houses and live in huts. The mortality caused by boweY
complaints was high. The income of municipalities was.
considerably larger, and 43 per cent. of it was spent ia
sanitary work. The Sanitary Board only met once, but dis-
posed of a large number of referenceA regarding sanitary'
projects and questions by correspondence.

MEDICAL_ NEWS,
THE Lord Chancellor has placed the name of Dr. George-

Fletcher, of Highgate, on the Commission of the Peace for the-
County of Middlesex.
ROBERT BELL Esq., LL.D., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.S., Acting-

Director of the bepartment of Geol)gical Survey, Canada, has.
been appointed a Companion of the Imperial Service Order.
EVIDENCE before the Physical Deterioration Committee was.

given on February 22nd by Dr. A. K. Chalmers, Medical Offi-
cer of Health, Glasgow; Dr. James Niven, Medical Officer of
Health, Manchester; and Dr. G. Hi. Fosbroke, Medical Officer-
of Health, Worcester.
THE Ladies' Committee of the Royal Waterloo Hospital for

Children and Women, London, H. E., intend to hold a festival
dinner in the new suite of rooms of the Savoy Hotel, in the-
Strand, now approaching completion, on the anniversary of
Waterloo.
VOLUNTEER MEDICAL AsSOCIATION.-The annual dinner of

the medical officers of the auxiliary forces will take place at.
the Imperial Restaurant, R- gfint Street, London, on Friday,April 15th, at 7.30 p.m. The chair will be taken by Lieu-
tenant-General Lord Grenfell,G.C. B., G.C.M.G., Command-
ing the Fourth Army Corps. Tickets, ios. 6d. each, may be-
had from Lieutenant Montgomery-Smith, 36, Abbey Roadr
N.W.
THE Royal Botanic Society of London has arranged to hold

next June a horticultural and gardening exhibition. The ex-
hibition will include hortikultnre forestry, botany, educa-
tional methods, nature study and colonial produce. During
the exhibition lectures. conferences and c(onversaziones will
be held. Further particulars emn be obtained from Mr.. J.
Bryant Sowerby, the Secretary of the Society, at the Gardensf
Regent's Park, N.W.
THE BALLACHULISH, QUARRIERS. AND THEIR MEDICAL.

OFFICER.-We learn with niuch satisfaction that the
legal expenses incurred- by, Dr. Lachlan Grant in his.
contest with the directors of the Ballachulish Slate Quarries-
have been paid out of the appeal fund. They amounted to
nearly 140.o A proof of the eolid support received by the
quarriers is that the public subst ribed some ,9oo to the fund-
We heartily congratulate Dr. Grant and the quarriers on the-
completing touch thus given to their victory,-in the battle so.
courageously fought by them against injustice and oppression.


